Reading Practice Drill #1

Impeachment
 Under the Constitution, the House of Representatives
officlal, in effect serving as prosecutor.

has the power fo impeach a government
holds the Impeachment trial, essentially
serving as jury and judge, except in the impeachment of a president when the chief justice presides.
The president, vice president, and all civil officers of the United States are subject o fmpeachment;
conviction means autornatic removal from office.

2 The concept of impeachment originated in England and was
colonlal governments and state constitutions. At the Constitutional Convention, the framers
considered several possible models before deciding that the Senate should try impeachments.
Since 1788, only 17 federal officers have been impeached by the House, 14 of which were tried
by the Senate. Three were dismissed before trial because the inditvidua! had left office, 7 ended in
acquittal and 7 in conviction. All of those convicted were federal Judges.

< Impeachment is a very serious affalr. It is perhaps the most awesome power of Congress, the
ultimate weapon it wields against officials of the federal govemment. The House of Representatives
is the prosecutor. The Senate chamber is the courtroom. The Sanate Is the jury and also the judge,
except in the case of a presidential impeachment trial when the chief justice presides. The final
penalty is removal from offica. There is no appeal.

So grave is this pawer of impeachment, and 80 consclous Is the Congress of this solemn power, that
impeachment proceedings have been inftiated in the House only sixty-two times since 1789. Only
seventeen federal officers have been impeached: two presidents, one cabinet officer, one senator
and thineen federal judges. Sixteen cases have reached the Senate. Of these, two were dismissed
before trial becausa the Individuals had left office, seven ended in acquiital, and seven in conviction,
Each of the seven Senate convictions has involved a federal judge.

The American colonial governments and early state constitutions followed the British pattem of trial
before the upper legisiative body on charges brought by the lower house. Despite these proe

a major controversy arose at the
as the court of impeachment. Opposing that role for the Senate, ;
Cotesworth Pinckney asserted that it would make the president 100 dependent on the legislative
branch. They suggested, as alternative trial bodies, the Supreme Court or the chief justicas of the
state supreme courts. Hamitton and others argued, however, that such bodies would be 100 small
and susceptible to corruption. in the end, atter much wrangling, the framers selected the Senate es
the trial forum. :

Ttiere was also considerable debate ai the convention in
impeachable crimes. In the original proposals, the president was
and convliction “for mal or corrupt conduct,” or for “malpractice or neglect of duty.” Later, the wol
was changed o “treason, bribery, o corruption,” then to “treason or tribery” alone. A final revisi
defined impeachable crimes as “reason, bribeiy, or other high ctimes and misdemeanors.”

In the Constitution, the House s glven the “sole pawer of impeachment.” To the Senate 1s glven i
sole power to try all impeachments.” ympeachments may be brought against “the President, Vice
President, and all civil officers of the United States.” Conviction is autormnaticaity fofiowed by “reiffi
from office.”

adopted by many of the American

Philadelphia over tié definitidn Bf:
to be removed on impeachment
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While.lhe framers vary clearly envisaged the cccasio i
nal necessity of in
tp:;’roceeddmerei2?::,s t&eg 5u: in pladca oniy a very general framework In'!:’hey ::ﬁrr':gar:;n :eaueaﬁoch";n;pen
nion and many detalls to be filed in. M Despite the nded
gharles.Hoﬂer and N.E.H. Hull note in thelr book impeachment in Ameoﬂzﬁeﬂas- 18'1;583 ﬁ:&at:rthe
'eaér;;Iears‘.’: mssg‘;: ::rila::'lent ::; cj:urbldklngs and punish placemen was molded Inm’ an efficient
ecutive and judicial wrongdoing. B The power of the English Ho
! use of
andcmfr:r?::u tr.; iumpeachpon conanwvicti::'w fg; T!Iﬂn:c)‘st ;‘réy ﬂ.:Ieleigte:rfm‘fﬂnse, was restrained; thg threat of death
; anc erence of the Commons and th

il'.1orc.ls u:tmm maalr';g:;:gr %ourts of justice was limited. B American impeachment law shlf?elc:i| o:'s f?rgtf

advertently n deliberately, from the orbit of English precedent to a native republl,can course.

Federal constitutional provisions for i
it ot £l lgh traditionbr mpeachment reflected indigenous experience and revolutionary

»

1. The word power in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) motivation
(B) desire
(C) bearing
(D) authority

According to paragraph 1, what three roles do the House
' of
Representatives and Senate play in the impeachment process?

(A) government official, jury, judge
(B) prosecutor, jury, judge

(C) president, prosecutor, judge
(D) civil officers, jury, prosecutor

Paragraph 1 is marked with an arrow []

3 regp:rnagraph 2, the author explains that the idea of impeachment
{A) at the Constitutional Convention
(B) in1789
(C) inEngland
(D) in colonial governments %
: %

Paragraph 2 is marked with an arrow [<9]
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4. What can be inferred from paragraph 2 about the decision 1o | 2 9. According to the passage, the impeachment process incorporates
impeach a government officlal? : _ N (A} the House of Representatives and the Senate

(B) the Senate and the President
(A) the decision made in ti:e Senate from office (C) a Chief Justice and the House of Representatives
% :mpe;cwhhxz: m’:‘; removal (D) a Chief Justice and the Senate
mpe: often .

(D) impeachment rarely occurs

10. Which of the sentences below best express the essential
information In the highfighted santence in the passage? Incorect
cholces change the meaning In important ways or leave out
essential information.

Paragraph 2 is marked with an arrow ]

wialds in the passage Is closest in meaning to
8. The word wialds in the % There was also considerable débate &t the convention in:

(A) uses Philadelphia ovr the defititioh of Ihp&aeﬂ%ie’?cﬂfrﬁﬁ
% . (A) Philadelphians debated considerably over the definition of Impeacheble
(D) shapes crimes.

(B} Formidable debate occurred at the oonventlon in Philadelphia conceming
the meaning of impeachable crimes. _ )

(C) Impeachable crimes wera debated at the convention in Philadelphia.

(D) The classification of impeachable crimes was a significant debate at the
Philadelphia convention.

6. In paragraph 3, the author explains that during the impeachment
of a president

(A} & chief justice presides
(8) the senate presides
{C) the house of representatives prosides

11. ALL of the followirlg are mentioned as part of the final definition of
(D) Congress presides

impeachment EXCEPT

{A) corruption

{B) misdemeanors
(C) bribery

(D) treason

Paragraph 3 is marked with an arrow [3]

7. According to paragraph 3, how many impeachment proceedings
i 17897
have baen inltiated since 12. The word initiating in the passage is closest in meaning to
(A) seventeen _

; (A) concluding
Eg)} :x‘:y-two (B) starting
(D) sixteen (C) deciing
_ (D) forming

Paragraph 3 is marked with an arrow {9]

o

"8. The word precadents in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) charges
(B) statutes
{C) examples
(B) claims
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13. Look &t the four squares [W] that indicate where the following
sentence coukl be added to the passage.

Consequently, the American vers'lon of impeachmea_'lt was clearly
quite ditferent than the English verslon upon which it was based.

Whare would the sentence best fit?

Click on a square [#] to add the sentence to the passage.

14, Directions: An introductory sentence for a brief summary of the
passage Is provided below. Complete the summary by selecting
the THREE answer cholces that express the most important ideas
in the passage. Some sentences do not belong in the summary
because they express ideas that are not presented in the passage

or are minor ideas in the passage.

The power of impeachment was Initiated during the Constitutional
Convention as a means to try govemment officials who do not act

acoording to the law.

Answer Chaices

Sixtytwo tials of impeachment have
occurred since 1789.

The impeachment process is initially '

brought forth by the House of Representa-
tivas, and it is tried before the Senate.

A chief justice presides over the hearing of
presidential impeachment, and this is the
only instance in which the Senate Is not the

]udge. ) .

if a government official is convicted subse-
quent o Impeachment, he/she is automati-
cally removad from office.

The power to impeach is taken very seri-
ously by Congress and very few govem-
ment officials have been impeached.

The definition of impeachable ¢rimes was
an important componant of the Constitu-
tional Convention; nevertheloss, the lan-
guage defining remains decidedly vague.
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‘ Reading Practice Drill #2

Calligraphy
The art of calligraphy as we know it today actually finds its origins in cave paintings. Back in the days
when communication was a series of grunts, the writlen word was a mere pictorial representation
of significant events in a caveman'’s life. As humans developed, the art of drawing pictures became
quite highly developed and reached great heights under the direction of the Egyptians. About
3500 B.c.E., the Egyptians created the highly stylized hieroglyphics for which they are so well known.
These symbols were incised Inside tombs or painted with brushes across papyrus paper. Afew -
thousand years later, around 1000 e.c.k., the Phoenicians went a stép further and developed what is
believed 10 be one of the first alphabets and writing systems. Luckily the Rhoenicians were seafaring
types and thoy readily passed along thelr new talents to every seaport through which they passed.
They most likely Influenced the Greeks who later developed their own form of writing which by
850 g.c.£. the Romans had adapted to suit the Latin language.

< 1t just so happens that Latin was the lingua franca of the churches of Europe in the Middle Ages
and the monks (and a iii&ttéding of nobility) constituted the only literate members of sacisty. Since
nothing could be more glorious than the word of God, the monks began to carefully scribe ancient
texts into decorative books used by high-ranking church members and royalty. Paper was expensive
during the Middle Ages, so scribing monks developed a writing style that was namower allowing more
words 1o fit on a single line. This style came to be known as Gathic and lasted as a popular scribing
technique throughout much of the Middle Ages.

By the mid-15th century, however, Johannes Gutenberg had invented the printing press based

upon the Gothic lettering of the monks. This new technique allowed for faster printing of Bibles

and threatened the mtiér of the monks. Although the use of the printing press spread worldwide,
handwriting skills were still in high demand. The bulky printing press was too coarse for everyday
letiers, formal correspondence and invitations. As the arts flourished during Europe’s Renaissance,
so too did the art of calligraphy. Italians during this time invented the italic script, which became
poputar throughout most of Europe. But calligraphers were threatened once again with the advent of
engraved copperplates in the 17th century, which permitted the printing of finer lines more attuned to
italic script. One hundred years later, arfistic penmanship was in a steep decline,

B To further complicate matters for artistic scribes, by the 15th century the steel pen and fountain
pen replaced the flat-edged pen. ® The rounded tip of these new pens made the special curves

of calligraphy more difficult to achieve. ® The art itself might have seen Its extinction if it weren’t

for the British poet and artist Willlam Morris. In the mid-19th century Witliam Morris spearheaded a
calligraphic revival, reintroducing the flat edged pen and elevaling the act of writing to the art form of
its past.®

it might appear that the art of calligraphy couldnt p(imibly withstand the competition from the

20th century’s most important invention —the compiter. With a click of the mouse, a list of varous
scripts are generated electronically and lasered onto bleached paper in an instant—the art of script
preserved In an electronic pulse. But calligraphy is flourishing more than ever with calligraphic
sociaties throughout the United States and Europe. According to noted calligrapher Julian Watars
during a lecture at Sidwell Friends School in Washington, D.C. in 19887, true calligraphy is the art of
producing letters that capture the spirit of the text they represent. For many artists, much mental pre-
planning Is necessary to fully underatand the text before deciding how to display it in its full baauty.
This type of emotion can not always be generated from a computer, which for Julian Waters is ‘simply
another tool’ to be manipulated by the artist.
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