Chapter i7
Writing Practice
Drills

You're now ready to crack the Writing section. We've
provided lined pages on which to write your responses,
buc it would be better to practice typing your answers
on a computer because that’s how you'll be doing it on
the actual TOEFL. Try the following practice prompts.

; After you've finished, read through the sample essays in
o ; s the next chapter to get an idea of what TOEFL graders

: are looking for in the essay responses.
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Writing Practice Drill #1

The first type of writing question will provide you with the following directions:

You will .have 3 minutes to read the following passage. You may take notes during your reading.
the”3 minutes are up, you will hear a lecture on the topic. You may take notes during the lecture
well.

After the lecture ends, you will have 20 minutes to write your response. An effective response is

gene_rally 150-225 words long. You may use your notes to help you answer, and you may refer to {

{Eadlng passage. Your essay will be graded on the quality of your writing and on the completene
e content. &

; ke .
NOV?' lec’s look at a writing question. On the actual test, you will hear a prompr that will ask you to read a p
3 minuces. For our purposes here, you will need to stop the audio to read the passage and either time yourself or
friend to time you. After 3 minutes, resume the audio for the listening passage. 3

Begin playing Track 23 on the CD or in your Student Tools. O

Narrator: Now read the passage about the first grain-based food. You have 3 minutes to read th
passage. Begin reading now.

[Stop the audio for 3 minutes while you read the passage on the next page.]
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Scant physical evidence remains

of the first human domestication

of grain. Still, there is enough to
conclude that ancient peoples,
motivated by the nutritional value of
bread or cakes made of wild wheat,
looked for controlled ways to grow it
to provide a consistent food supply.
Three related discoveries are likely to
have led to the introduction of bread
as the first grain-based food.

The first discovery was that wheat
could be prepared for use by grinding.
People probably began consuming
wheat by chewing it raw. Because
wheat is very hard, they gradually
discovered that it was less trouble to
eat if crushed to paste between two
stones. The result would have been
the ancestor of the drier, more powdery
wheat flour we use today.

From there, it was a short step to
the next breakthrough—baking the
simplest bread, which requires no
technology but fire. Loaves of wheat
paste, when baked into bread, could
be stored for long periods, certainly
longer than raw seeds. This kept the’
food value of wheat available for an
extended period after it had been
harvested.

Finally, ancient peoples found that

if the paste was allowed to sit in

the open, yeast spores from the air
settled on it and began fermenting
the wheat. This natural process of
fermentation caused bubbles to form
in the wheat paste, suggesting that it
would be lighter in texture and even
easier to eat when baked.
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Resume playing Track 23.

N: Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. O

N: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on the
contents of the reading. You may refer to the passage as you write.

TOEFL Writing

e :

o

Question: Summarize the points made in the |
how they cast doubt on the contents of reading. You may refer
to the passage as you write.
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Scant physical evidence remains of the

first human domestication of grain. Still,
there is enough to conclude that ancient
peoples, motivated by the nutritional value of
bread or cakes made of wild wheat, looked
for controlled ways to grow it to provide

a consistent food supply. Three related
discoveries are likely to have led to the
introduction of bread as the first grain-based
food.

The first discovery was that wheat could

be prepared for use by grinding. People
probably began consuming wheat by
chewing it raw. Because wheat is very hard,
they gradually discovered that it was less
trouble to eat if crushed to paste between
two stones—the result would have been the
ancestor of the drier, more powdery wheat
flour we use today.

From there, it was a short step to the next
breakthrough: baking the simplest bread,
which requires no technology but fire. Loaves
of wheat paste, when baked into bread, could
be stored for long periods, certainly longer
than raw seeds. This kept the food value of
wheat available for an extended period after
it had been harvested.

Finally, ancient peoples found that if the
paste was allowed to sit in the open, yeast
spores from the air settled on it and began
fermenting the wheat. This natural process
of fermentation caused bubbles to form in
the wheat paste, suggesting that it would be
lighter in texture and even easier to eat when
baked.
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riting Practice Drill #2

The second type of writing question asks you to write a response to a question in 30 minutes. It will look something like
the following:
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Directions: For this essay, you will
have 30 minutes to write a response
to a question that asks you to state,
explain, and support your position
on an issue. An effective essay

is usually 300 words in length.

Your response will be graded on

the quality of your writing, the
organization of your ideas, and the
accuracy of the language you use.

Question:

Do you agree or disagree with the
following statement?

Teachers should encourage their
students to question everything.

Use examples and reasons to
support your position.
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Practice Drill #3

5 you @ write 2 response to a question in 30 minutes,

ions: For this essay, you will
o minutes to write a response
hfla uestion that asks you to state,
10 ° ain, and SUPPO your position
pr issue. An effective essay

ually 300 words in length,
|5 Ur response Will be graded on
you qualty of your writing, the
thé ization of your ideas, and the
Z::% _racy of the language you use.

question

u agree or disagree with the
Dﬁo wing statement?
0

ries should not isolate
. selves from the world but
th I ete ad engage other countries,

7,(amples and reasons to
rt your position.

e
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riting Practice Drill #4

is is another opportunity for you to write a response to a question in 30 minutes.

TOEFL Writing

Directions: For this essay, you will 4
have 30 minutes to write a response
to a question that asks you to state,
i explain, and support your position
L on an issue. An effective essay
is usually 300 words in length.
Your response will be graded on
the quality of your writing, the
organization of your ideas, and the
accuracy of the language you use.

Question:

Do you agree or disagree with the
following statement?

Students, not teachers or
administrators, should be in control of
their own education.

I Use examples and reasons to

i . support your position.

o
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Writing Practice Drill #5

Here’s another chance to write a response to a question in 30 minutes.

‘ 0.0129'.57

Directions: For this essay, you will

have 30 minutes to write a response

to a question that asks you to state,
explain, and support your position

on an issue. An effective essay

is usually 300 words in length.

Your response will be graded on
the quality of your writing, the

organization of your ideas, and the

accuracy of the language you use.

Question:

Do you agree or disagree with the
following statement?

Before making a decision, it is
important to find out if the decision

will be popular with others.

Use examples and reasons to

Support your position.
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